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In 1984, HCPA applied for, and 
received, recognition by  the 
National Register of Historic Places 
for this and the Biery’s Port Historic 
District. 

The Catasauqua Residential 
Historic District is a located in the 
northern portion of Catasauqua.  
The district is set on a hill that rises 
from east to west. Within the 
district there are sixty-three 
contributing structures.

During the years of rapid industrial growth in Catasauqua, a residential area 
containing large, substantial structures developed in this portion of the town.  
Originally farms and woods, much of this land was purchased by David Thomas and, 
prior to 1840, accommodated few buildings.



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE

Stylistically, the district ranges from 
Greek Revival to Georgian Revival; 

however, the overall character of the 
district is late nineteenth and early 

twentieth century Victorian. 

The two most common styles are 

Queen Anne 

Georgian Revival



THE DAVID THOMAS MANSION
2ND AND PINE

In 1856, Thomas built a large home in the vernacular Romanesque Revival style.   

The structure was later rebuilt in the Queen Anne style by his grandson Edwin, 
who encased the clapboard home in stone. 

David Thomas was the founder of the anthracite iron industry in America. 

He lived here with his wife, 3 sons,and 2 daughters. 



THE SCHNELLER ROW
2ND AND PINE

This row of homes was built by Charles W. Schneller in 1909. He  

ran a tin/hardware business on Front, built the Schneller business 

block on Front and Strawberry, and lived at Walnut and Third (NE 

corner). He came here in 1848 and died in 1909.  The row of 

homes passed onto his son, Dr. John Schneller.

Early residents of this row of townhomes included Wm Wentz who 

ran the Majestic Theatre, William McBride, a partner in McBride 

Bros Silk, and Mrs Anna Lewis Aubrey.  More recent residents 

included CHS coaches Bob Mushrush and Robert Deibert. 

Before Schneller:  The earliest map of the borough shows one home on this block between Strawberry 
and Pine:  the home of William Michel, who was listed as a coachmaker in the 1877 directory.  Between 
1852 and 1869, Wm Michel partnered with David Thomas, in the Union Foundry, which was located 
behind his lot below Railroad.  In 1900, Michel moved to a new home at 415 Walnut St.



616 SECOND
OLIVER WILLIAMS/
JESSICA AND GEORGE HOLTEN
The David  Williams family came here from Wales to 
work at the Crane Iron Works in the 1840s.  

Son Oliver Williams became manager of the 
Catasauqua Manufacturing Co in 1867, then its 
president. It was the largest merchant iron mill east 
of Alleghenies until its demise in 1896.  Oliver 
Williams also was one of the founders of Bryden 
Horseshoe Works, where he served as Treasurer and 
President, and was President of Union Foundry and 
Machine Co until his death in 1904.  In addition to 
iron, he was also associated with cement and  
banking and was well known throughout the valley, 
state, and country.

He lived here with his wife and three daughters.  
After his death, it was the home of his daughter 
Jessica and her husband George Holten, who took 
over the Bryden HorseShoe Co. 

Built 1865; postcard view of Holten residence



MORE ON 2ND AND PINE

Before Oliver Williams built his 
home, the Hudders’ home 
stood on the corner of Pine 

and 2nd.

The Presbyterian Church and Manse, 
built in 1854-1856.

Land donated by David Thomas 

The Hudders date 
back to the Irish 
Settlement, both 
were teachers; 
Edith Pritchard 
Hudders also 
taught sewing.  
John later became 
the agent for the 
LV Railroad’s 
Catasauqua Station 

626 2nd Became he Philip 
Storm Residence in 1881.  
From Bavaria in 1848, Storm 
loaded coal boats on the 
canal and worked in local 
limestone quarries.  After the 
Civil War, he was employed 
at the Catasauqua 
Manufacturing Co as a 
foreman for 26 years, 
handling the scales and 
helping build the mill that 
was added in 1863.  In 1889, 
he became a buyer and seller 
of iron for CMCo while also 
operating his own iron scrap 
business @ the SW corner of 
Front & Chestnut. 

626 Second was built for 
Elizabeth Schwartz 
(Swartz) in 1860.  The 
Joseph Swartz family 
opened an emporium on 
the SE corner of Bridge 
and Front in 1856, later 
razed for the bank.



Morgan Emanuel, Sr. and his wife, Elizabeth 
Miller, were early residents of the Welsh 
community here.

Born in Wales in 1805, he came to Catasauqua in 
1846 where he inspected ore for the Crane 
furnaces and supplied ore to the Crane and 
other furnaces in the area.  He became a 
stockholder in the Thomas Iron Co. 

Morgan, Sr. died in 1884, his wife in 1894.  
A daughter and a couple friends built the triplets 
that now border the home on three sides.   
These large townhomes became homes to 
many professional families in the community.

The Emanuel home became a bicycle club and 
later the Catasauqua Club, around the turn of 
the century.

226 Pine St
Catasauqua Club

Home was built in 1868 by Morgan 
Emanuel, Sr. 



543 Third St
Residence of Samuel Thomas, Edwin Thomas. 
The Durhams, and the Bugbees.
Year built: 1865

This home was built for David Thomas’s son 
Samuel who came here with his family as a 
teen and followed his father into the iron 
business.  It was occupied by Samuel’s family 
and/or his son Edwin’s family at various times,  
depending on who was working where:  the 
Crane,  the Thomas Iron in Hockendaqua,  
other furnaces of the Thomas Iron Co, or at 
family mines and furnaces in Alabama.  Samuel 
lived here at the time of his death in 1906.
Edwin settled here and made significant 
revisions to the original home.  He sold the 
home in 1923 and passed away in 1924.

543 Third St

Fred S. Durham – 1928-1949; Bonney Forge & 

Tool; Trexler Lumber Co 



William W. McKee was the son of James H. McKee, 
who formed the firm of McKee, Fuller & Co with 
James W. Fuller II, as a car builder and manufacturer 
of wheels and axles for railroad cars.  (Both men 
married daughters of Hopkin Thomas.) This firm 
took over the operations of the Lehigh Car, Wheel 
and Axle Works at Ferndale (Fullerton).

William McKee served first as a mining engineer 
before going to work in the family business where 
he became President of McKee, Fuller & Co and a 
stockholder in Lehigh Car, Wheel and Axle Co at 
Fullerton.  Later he had charge of the Catasauqua 
Electric Light and Power Co. 
He married Ruth, daughter of James and Mary Ann 
(Davies) Thomas.  (His mother was Ruth’s aunt.)

605 Fourth St;  William W. & Ruth Thomas McKee; Built in 1891



THE SEAMAN HOME, 1898
606 FIFTH ST:  CORNER OF FIFTH & PINE 

Henry J Seaman  started his career as a Chemist for the Crane Iron Works 
and went on the become General Manger of Atlas Cement at the time it 

received the contract to supply cement for the Panama Canal, a contract 
worth $5.5 million, providing 4.5 million barrels of cement over a three-

year period 

Seaman was Instrumental in perfecting the rotary process of 
manufacturing Portland Cement and invented & commercialized a 

process of burning pulverized coal as fuel to make Portland Cement, 
which is still used today.

He was married to Minnie Boyer whose father, Reuben, was 
superintendent of mining for the Crane. 

The Seamans lost the home during the depression, and it was converted 
into apts. 

Originally from Bethlehem,  Seaman’s grandfather was Charles Augustus 
Luchenbach, manager of the Bethlehem Flouring Mill, the first president 

of the Thomas Iron Co, and an early director of the Bank of Catasauqua. 



502 PINE ST
HOME OF WILLIAM & MINNIE (MILSON) THOMAS
BUILT:  1905

• Wm R. Thomas Jr. was a grandson of Hopkin Thomas, married 
to Minnie Milson, daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth (Davies) 
Milson, and nephew of James Thomas (545 4th). 

• William Thomas, Jr. was active in the Liberty Bond Sales of 
WW1, the Welcome Home Celebration of 1919, and creation of 
the Catasauqua Park and Playground at the bottom of Bridge 
St between American and St John Sts.  The Thomas field was 
named in Minnie’s honor. 

• In recognition of the role she played in the Liberty Bond drive, 
Minnie had the honor of christening the USS Lehigh at Hogg 
Island in 1919.  She died in 1924.  The USS Lehigh fell victim to 
German U-boat 126 off the coast of Algeria on Oct. 19, 1941.

• Atty Thomas Weaver purchased the home from the Thomas 
estate in 1956, moving here from 537 Howertown Rd.  The 
family lived there until 1977.   In 1961, he was named solicitor 
for the state chamber of commerce and officiated for and 
served on many organizations in the borough.  He was 
borough solicitor for 32 years.



510 & 514 PINE ST ~ 1904

In 1905, Robert Wilbur purchased 514 Pine, enlarging and 
improving it.  Another addition was made in 1909.  R E Wilbur was 
a grandson of Elisha P Wilbur (nephew of Asa Packer (& both 
former presidents of the Lehgih Valley Railroad)) and the son of 
Wilbur A Wilbur of Fountain Hill (pres of his father's trust co).  
Elisha P Wilber, Jr, married Kitty Thomas, daughter of  John & 
Helen Thomas of Catasauqua and Hokendauqua Robert E Wilbur 
was an officer, part owner, of the Lehigh Car, Wheel, and Axle Co, a 
founder of the Keystone Portland Cement Co (1907), and an officer 
of Wyandotte Throwing Co’s Northampton Heights Silk Mill that 
opened in 1910, and and VP of the Lehigh Valley National Bank.  
He was married to Nina Vyse. 

In 1919, Hugh/Hugo J Weidinger, treasurer of D G Dery Inc, and his 
wife Lili Petey lived here until the demise of the Dery company. 

Paul & Louise Miller purchased the home at 510 
Pine from the Crane Iron in 1912. Paul Miller was 
Gen Mgr of the Bryden, succeeding Jacob 
Roberts upon his death; his wife Louise was the 
daughter of Harry & Minnie Boyer Seaman (Atlas 
Cement). The Miller's lived here into the early 
1920s. Dr and Mrs. R J Minner lived here after the 
Millers until 1949, then Geo Haines, a railroad 
exec, followed by the Parmets (One-Wipe Co).

The Crane built 510 Pine.  Its 1st residents were the Howard 
Knauss followed by Henry R Hall families, both while supts of the 
Crane. The lot at 514 Pine St was part of the Crane Co until 1899, 
at which time Peckitt and Horn acquired the property along with 
nearby lots on Walnut St. 



In 1919, Desiderius George Dery was the largest individual 
manufacturer of silk in the world – with 10,000 employees and 42 silk 
mills, including the mill on Race St built in 1897.  He played a large 
role in making the LV a silk manufacturing center.

THE DERY MANSION
520 Fifth St - Corner of Fifth & Pine

When Dery arrived in Catasauqua, he created quite a splash.   
And as his wealth grew, so did his residence and interests. 
Originally a Georgian style home, it was altered and 
enlarged in 1917 in the Classic Revival style with Beaux Art 
influences to include an art gallery, ballroom, astronomical 
observatory, scientific research laboratory, solarium and 
indoor pool - modeled after the palaces the very rich built 
for themselves at Newport, R.I.   After Dery went bankrupt, 
this 56 room mansion became 4 high end apts. From the 
1960s and into the 1980s, the property was used as a 
banquet hall and wedding venue, in addition to housing 
smaller apartments.
The homes across the street housed Dery employees.



James Thomas came to Catasauqua from Tamaqua  
with his parents in 1853 at age 17. He apprenticed at 
the Crane Iron Works under the tutelage of his father, 
Hopkin Thomas, Master Mechanic, where he gained 
extensive knowledge of the iron-making business.   
At age 22, he became supt of Carbon Iron Works at 
Parryville and married Mary Ann Davies 3yrs later.  
He served as Capt of Co F, 34th Volunteers from 
Carbon Co and after the war went to Alabama to help 
rebuild the iron industry there.

He returned at the request of family (Fuller & 
McKees) and created the Davies and Thomas Co with 
his wife’s brother George.   With many connections, 
he helped form the Wahnetah Silk and  the 
Catasauqua  & Bethlehem Electric Cos.   He and his 
wife had 8 children. They previously lived at 17 2nd.

James & MaryAnn Davies Thomas 
Residence 

4th & Pine (545 4th St.)

Built 1901



John Williams built this double home for his 
daughters and their husbands in 1885. 

548:  Edward D. Boyer, pharmacist and storekeeper, 
married Annie Williams, daughter of John Williams.   
Boyer soon moved into management positions in 
the cement industry, eventually becoming a noted 
expert in the field.  Locally he helped organize both 
the Wheelman’s Club and its successor, the  
Catasauqua Club in 1907.  He relocated to the NY 
office of Atlas Cement in 1912, retiring in 1931.  The 
next owner was John Ritter, one of the owners of 
Koch Bros clothing store in Allentown.

546:  Frank Horn, son of Melchior M. Horn, a 
founder of the National Bank of Catasauqua and its 
first Cashier, married Lizzie Williams, also a 
daughter of John Williams.  Horn followed in his 
father’s profession and, after starting out as a 
cashier, became President of the National bank of 
Catasauqua. Following owners were Guy E Mauser 
(bank pres) and A E Douglass, Jr of the Fuller Co.

546-548 Fourth St

Residence of Frank & Lizzie Williams Horn and 

Edward & Annie Williams Boyer



John Williams built this home for his son c 1880.  
John Sr. was the accountant for the Crane and 
brother of Oliver Williams (2nd & Pine) and Dave 
(Union Foundry, Bridge & 2nd).  John Jr. was a weigh 
master at the Crane Iron Co until his retirement. 
The residence remained in the Williams family until 
purchased by Ralph S. Weaver in 1927. 

The Weaver ownership lasted until the late 1950s.  
Weaver was raised in Catasauqua, (CHS 1888) and 
started out as a clerk at the National Bank of 
Catasauqua.  He went on to become supt and gen 
mgr of the Catasauqua Gas /Lehigh-Northampton 
Gas & Elec Co.  In 1903. he worked closely with 
Colonel Fuller and the Fuller family businesses.   
After Col Fuller’s death, he became president of 
Allentown Portland Cement Co, Valley Forge 
Cement Co, and Willow Brook Farms.  He never 
married; he died in 1939.
Weaver was a descendent of the Frederick Weaver 
family who immigrated to this area in 1727.  

544 Fourth St

Residence of John Williams, Jr



This home was built by James W. Fuller, Jr. for his 
daughter Maud as a wedding present when she 
married Joseph Sketchley Elverson.  
Born in 1890, Elverson went to work as a mining 
engineer for the Crane Iron Works.  Later he became 
a chemist with the Lehigh .Car, Wheel & Axle Works 
(LCWA), moving onto Secretary/Treasurer and 
director, leading the company in Fullerton for many 
years.  He was president of the CMCO in 1895, 
steering it through its bankruptcy and receivership.  
He was a noted metallurgist.  

His wife Maud Miller Fuller Elverson was an active 
member of the volunteer fire company of 
Catasauqua.  Their son James E Elverson was a 
lighting sales engineer for PPL.  
Maud’s sister Blanche married Dr. Louis Salade and 
they also lived here before moving to Medford, 
Oregon.  The home was sold following the death of 
J S Elverson. 

533 Fourth St                                          

Elverson or Elverson-Salade House

Built by: James Fuller, II in 1890



This was one of the first houses to be built on the block north of the Fuller 
homes.  The brick Eastlake style house his similar features to that of the spec 
houses built by Joseph Hunt.  Land was purchased by Maria Seaman (Harry J 
Seaman’s mother) from David Thomas in 1885.    The first owner of the home 
was Harry & Minnie Boyer Seaman (606 5th).   

The second owner was Charles Chapman.  He was first employed by Lehigh 
Valley Railroad Corps of Engineers, learning surveying and RR construction –
his brother Lansford was supervisor of the corps.  He helped his brother lay 
out the route for the Catasauqua & Fogelsville RR – and the first terminus was 
named Chapman in their honor.  Was also on the survey team for Northern PA 
& DE line from Freemansburg to the Delaware Water Gap and accompanied 
Robert McIntyre (dug race for original Crane Iron Works) to Washington DC to 
engineer the Cabin John Viaduct carrying water over the Potomac to the 
Capital.

In 1860, Charles Chapman joined Lehigh Coal and Navigation Co as 
superintendent of the Broad Top Coal and Iron Co.  He  married Annie Philips 
of Catasauqua; they had two sons.  During the Civil War, he served with CoE
28th PA Volunteer Infantry, mustering out at Atlanta in 1864 as Lieutenant.  
He subsequently served as superintendent of the Catasauqua and Fogelsville 
Railroad from 1867 till his death in 1904.  
He was the architect and superintendent of the Fairview Cemetery, served as 
Borough Engineer, and served on the Catasauqua School Board for 24 
years. 

534 Fourth St                                          

Seaman – Chapman House



David, born in 1865, was the son of Morgan 
Emanuel and grew up in the family home on Pine 
St, now the Catasauqua Club.  He partnered with 
his father in the Crystal Hill Dairy and Creamery.   
He organized Emanuel & Co for the manufacture 
and crushing of blast furnace slag for roofing and 
concrete aggregate and did general contracting for 
the furnaces.

522 Fourth St 

David & Winifred Emanuel Home

Year built: 1895 

David’s wife was Winifred Williams, daughter of Oliver 
Williams, 616 Second St.  Winifred led the local Red 
Cross efforts here during WWI, making bandages and 
other supplies for the troops. 

After their death (Winifred died in 1931), it was the 
home of their daughter Grace Campbell Johnson II and 
her family.  Grace’s husband died in 1941:  he was of the 
Philadelphia ink family and had an insurance sales 
business in Allentown. 
In 1945, it became the home of Mrs. George Holton, 
Winifred's sister/Grace's aunt, Jessica (1946).  
In 1946 the home was purchased by Mr and Mrs Robert 
T Fitzhugh.  Mr Fitzhugh was a professor of English at 
Lehigh. 



Owen grew up on the Fatzinger family farm in Hanover 
Township. He moved into Catasauqua in 1873, when he 
and his two Wint brothers-in-law purchased the lumber 
mill on Front Street. His first home in town was located 
near the office on Front (currently Cathy's Creative 
Catering). The front of that building was extensively 
changed after it was taken over by the Moose Home.

330 Bridge St :  Corner of Bridge & Fourth                   

Owen Franklin & Sarah Humphrey Fatzinger

Year built: 1901

Owen F. Fatzinger was treasurer of Wint Lumber Co from 
1874 to 1906, president of the National Bank of 
Catasauqua, a member of the Catasauqua Land Company, 
a director of the Bryden Horseshoe Works, a shareholder 
in the Thomas Iron Company, and helped bring the 
Unicorn Silk works here. 

Owen purchased a lot from the CD Fuller estate upon 
which he built this home for his second wife, Sarah 
Humphrey.  He died suddenly in 1906 and she remained 
here until ~1916, before moving to Slatington.  
330 Bridge and the neighboring lot was purchased by H. 
Morley Holten, then Burgess, who razed the CD Fuller 
home and built what is now 326 Bridge St.  330 Bridge was 
rented to Weston M Kelsey (LC DPA), Geo G Haines (VP of 
PB&NE RR).  It became the Markowicz home in 1949.



MORE ON 4TH & BRIDGE
James Wheeler Fuller came to Catasauqua in 1842, associated with the canal and 

the State Committee, a forerunner of the PA Senate.  He worked with David 
Thomas to secure a charter from the PA legislature to build a narrow-gauge rail 

across the Lehigh for the Crane Iron and later for the C&F RR.   He purchased the 
land to start Fairview cemetery in 1858.  He built homes on Front St:  one above 

Pine in 1863 and one at School St in 1865.  He was influential in the military affairs 
of PA’s involvement in the Civil War.  He became wealthy selling horses to the 

federal government during that war.

Bridge Street Presbyterian Church 
and Parsonage, built in 1868-1937

and John Williams Residence

The above home, built by James 
Fuller II, stood at the NE corner of 4th

and Bridge. The Fullers owned a 50 
acre tract of land extending west of 
Howertown Road, north of Bridge 
over to Arch St – Fuller’s Woods.
This home was replaced with 3 
newer homes along  Fourth and 
several along Howertown.  The 
original carriage house still stands,   
524 Howertown Rd, as a residence.    

The home above was on the SE corner 
of Howertown & Bridge, built by 
James Fuller III.  It replaced the  
structures pictured to the right (and 
an academy not shown above the 
manse).  



H. Morley Holten followed his brother George Holten to the US 
at age 17 and came to Catasauqua in 1899 to work at the 
Bryden HorseShoe Co.   In 1909, he became Secretary of the 
company, and upon his brother’s death, Treasurer, then 
General Manager.  When Phoenix Manufacturing bought the 
Bryden in 1928, he stayed on as Plant Manager for 10 more 
years.  Upon retirement, he became an agent for the Equitable 
Life Assurance

Morley served the community in many roles.  He was president 
of the Catasauqua Chapter of the AM Red Cross during WWI 
and chaired the United Appeal Campaign in 1942 for WWII.  
Morley served 2 terms as Burgess, was a Director of the 
National Bank of Catasauqua, an original member of the 
Catasauqua Rotary Club and on the council at Holy Trinity.

The block between Crane and 4th was originally the CD Fuller 
estate.  CD came here from Harrisburg and built rails, bridges, 
etc.

326 Bridge

H. Morley Holten Residence, 1933

The Seamans bought the home in 1943 amd lived here 
until 1987.  Harry J. Seaman, Jr. was sales manager for 
Bonney Forge.  He married Jane Walters of Allentown 
and had two children.   His father Henry Seaman built 
two homes in Catasauqua (606 5th St. and 534 Fourth 
St.) and was president of Atlas Cement Co.



In 1885, Alexander N. Ulrich built this home/office here, 
where he practiced law. He began in Catasauqua as a teacher 
in 1871 and served as principal of the public schools for six 
years. Self taught in the law, he was admitted to the bar in 
Allentown in 1885.   His large practice included organizing the 
borough of North Catasauqua.
Alexander Ulrich married Irene Fuller , who lived next door, 
daughter of CD.  They had one son, Charles N., born in 1885.  
Charles Ulrich, Esq. graduated from Lafayette, University of 
Pennsylvania and Dickenson College, and joined his father in 
practicing law here.   Charles also lived here. He succeeded 
his father as solicitor of North Catasauqua borough, was 
solicitor for the Catasauqua School Board, and an insurance 
agent. 

Col and Mrs. Geo Kemp Englehart lived here after WWII.  He 
was a mechanical engineer, an attorney, VP of the Fuller Co, 
and served on the Airport Zoning planning commission.  He 
served in both WWI and WWII.

306 Bridge

Ulrich Home and Office, 1885

Originally part of the Breisch farmlands, the home of Col 
Melchior M. Horn originally stood on the west corner of 
lot.  Horn was a surveyor, accountant, and financier, who 
served as first Cashier of the Bank of Catasauqua from 
1857-1888. Horn served on the school board for 18 years 
and was burgess of Catasauqua for one term.  He helped 
establish the English Evangelical Lutheran Church of the 
Holy Trinity (next door). Two of Melchior Horn’s sons 
resided in the borough:  Frank who succeeded him at the 
bank and Charles Robert who was a salesman for the 
Davies and Thomas Co. The Horn house was razed in 1913. 



In 1898, 309 Bridge was the home of Maria Biery Laux (at the time of her death) and her 
daughter Kate.  Maria was the oldest daughter of Jonas Biery. Her husband, Peter Laux, 
who died in 1885, was one of the early settlers after the Crane was built and was 
considered the first veterinary surgeon of Catasauqua.  In 1883, Peter Laux traveled to 
the Isle of Jersey in England to select and purchase Jersey cattle for Fuller.  Their 
daughter Kate was a seamstress and active in the Easton YWCA.  Their sons Charles and 
James B Laux ended up in NYC.  James B. co-authored the 1914 History of the Public 
Schools of Catasauqua and was an historian of the Hugenot and German Palatine 
immigrations. 

309-311 Bridge St :  SW Corner of Bridge & Crane                   

Dr. Fredrick W. Quig

Year built: c 1850

Quig and his wife Ann Elizabeth Leslie (of Mauch Chunk) came to Catasauqua c. 
1847-9.  He worked in the furnaces until it was discovered, in conjunction with an 
accident at the plant, that he had been educated at the University of Scotland as a 
physician.  He subsequently opened an office in the McAllister Home and practiced 
medicine for the rest of his life.  Dr. Quig proved himself a hero during the black 
cholera epidemic in town.  An obituary for his daughter Margaret in 1918 reported 
that her father purchased this lot from David Jones in the 1850s, at which time, the 
Breisch farmhouse still stood across the street.  They lived in 311 and had several 
children. 



Samuel Glace's son William inherited the house and practiced law in the small building next to the house.  William 
was born in 1839 on the Christian Swartz plantation located in the Irish Settlement along Dry Run:  the Swartzs were 
his maternal grandparents. William wrote the book Early History and Reminiscences of Catasauqua in Pennsylvania 
which tells much of the early history of the town up to the civil war, which he learned from his parents, grandparents 
and great grandparents. 

307 Bridge St  - Home of  Samuel Glace   

Built c. 1847-1850  by Henry Breisch

Breisch was a farmer and a stonemason.  Henry and his wife Susannah Faust  purchased 
the land here 1847.  Breisch is believed to have built the residence on the lot, making it 
the oldest home on the street.  David Thomas purchased the property from Breisch two 
years later in 1849 and resold it in 1853 to Rev. Charles and Caroline Becker.  Rev. Becker 
sold the home to Samuel Grace in 1855 for $2000. The home remained in the Glace 
family for over 100 years.  
Samuel Glace was superintendent of the Lehigh Canal from Laury’s Station to the 
Allentown Dam for 10 years, moving here from Maugh Chunk in 1830.  He later became 
a mining agent for Crane Iron co.  Most significantly, Glace was the first person to 
produce hydraulic cement in the Lehigh Valley, which he used to repair the canal.  
Samuel Glace is the grandson of John Jacob Mickley who transported the Liberty Bell 
from Philadelphia to Allentown during the Revolutionary War.



Herman A. Kostenbader bought the home in 1911.  He was one of the Kostenbader Sons who carried on the brewery 
business upon their father’s (Herman) death and was later involved in the Victory V Belt Co & Lehigh Slag Co.  He was 
married to Helen M. Roth of Allentown.  
In the 1928 directory, this was the home of Harry & Jane Seaman, Jr. who would move to 326 Bridge St in 1943.  The 
home held at least 2 residences at this time, including the home/office of Dr H H Earp.

303 Bridge St   - Lawall House

Built by the Lawall Bros, 1869

Brothers Jacob S. and Peter Lawall, from Hecktown, bought the drug business of  
Uriah Brunner on Front St in 1856, then later built 409 Front St and moved their 
drugstore there. Jacob Lawall married Catherine Buss in 1857:  they had seven 
children and built this home in 1869.  Two of his sons, Charles and Edgar, carried on 
the family drug store into the 1900’s. 
Margaret Lewis lived here after her husband, William G Lewis, died in 1897.  William 
was the nephew of Morgan Emanuel and a partner in, and sales manager for, 
Emanuel, Lewis & Co, which dealt in powder and explosives for mining.  The Lewis’ 
had lived on Third St above Chapel.  Margaret moved to 220 Pine in 1911, then to 
505 Walnut c 1920, where she died in 1925.



:

Annie Fuller, daughter of Orange & Jane Fuller, married Rowland T. Davies who was employed in the Davies family 
business, Davies and Thomas Co foundry, where he served as VP till 1909.  He was also an officer of the LV Electric Co, 
successor to EL&P Co of Catasauqua, a director at Wahnetah Silk, the National Bank of Catasauqua & the Catasauqua 
Building and Loan.  He served on the Fairview Cemetery Association and was president of the Board of Trustees for 
the Grace Methodist Episcopal Church.   Rowland T. Davies' marriage to Annie Fuller was the second marriage for 
Rowland:  his first wife, Mary Anne Lambert died 3 weeks after their wedding.  Rowland and Annie lived at 235 Bridge 
till their deaths in 1933 and 1940, respectively.

235 Bridge St   - Orange Fuller Family Home, 1865

Orange Fuller was a real estate developer of West Catasauqua (Pleasant Hills) and later 
operated O. M. Fuller Co, a book and stationary store at 407 Front St (previously Fuller & 
Schlauch).   He was also employed as a teller at the National Bank of Catasauqua and 
served on Borough Council.  The Fuller family line in America dates back to Edward 
Fuller, who came over on the Mayflower.  Orange’s father James W. came to the LV with 
construction of the Lehigh Canal.  Orange’s grandfather, Chauncey, moved to 
Catasauqua, following his eldest son J. W. Fuller.  Chauncey served as Justice of the 
Peace from 1855-1865.  His uncle C. D. Fuller also moved here, building a home on the 
north side of Bridge between Crane and Fourth, which no longer stands. 
Willard B., son of Orange & Jane (Glick) Fuller, was employed in the family business, 
Willard B. was a graduate of Lehigh in 1898 and a member of Grace Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Catasauqua.  Williard B. resided at the family home till his death in 1957.



Oscar was educated as a lawyer, graduated from 
Muhlenberg College, and passed the bar in 1886.  He 
practiced as Stine & Stine with his brother, who became 
Prothonotary of Lehigh County.  In 1890, Oscar became a 
partner with his brother in R F Stine and Bro, a liquor 
distributor.  The business began as Stine and Kramlich in 
1872 and was located next to the Phoenix Fire Company 
and Town Hall at 122-124 Church Street.  
In 1893, Oscar married Ada F. Colver of Allentown and 
they lived above the business on Church St until moving 
here in 1901.  Oscar became treasurer of the Phoenix Fire 
Co in 1898.  He also served on the Board of Health and 
was an organizer and director of the Lehigh National 
Bank.  He and his wife were active in Holy Trinity 
Memorial Lutheran Church.  In 1912, Oscar bought out 
his brother and became the sole owner. 

231 Bridge St                                 

Oscar H. Stine, built 1901 

Oscar and Addie had two daughters, Marian and 
Catherine, and as with many of the large homes in 
the neighborhood, there was also a housekeeper 
who lived on the premises.  Oscar died at age 83 in 
1944.  Addie outlived Oscar and lived in the house 
into the 1950s.  She died in 1958 at age 93.

In 1899 the deed for the land on which the house is 
built was deeded from Orange Fuller to Oscar Stine 



In 1868, Dr M. E. Hornbeck married Mary Laubach, daughter of Judge Joseph Laubach and his wife, who was a 
member of the Swartz family.  The judge held office in Northampton for 12 years and was a member of the US Senate 
in 1855. 
His son James L. Hornbeck was born in 1873 and studied to be a biologist.  In 1892 while running the office for his 
father’s practice, he entered medical school and graduated in 1895.  After his father’s death in 1901, he succeeded him 
in his practice.  In 1901,  James married Helen Thomas, daughter of James Thomas and Mary Davies Thomas.  They 
had 3 children.  He was affiliated with St. Lukes Hospital.  In addition to medical associations, he was a member of the 
Elks and Masons.

225 Bridge St  - Dr. M. E. Hornbeck & Dr. James L. Hornbeck - Residence & Office

Built by Joseph Hunt as spec home 1880

Dr. M. E. Hornbeck was born in Allentown in 1842.  His father was John 
Westbrook Hornbeck, a lawyer and member of the House of 
Representatives, as a contemporary of Abraham Lincoln and John Quincy 
Adams.  His mother was the first post mistress appointed in Allentown and 
came from a long line of doctors (Martin clan).  He graduated from the 
Philadelphia School of Pharmacy in 1862 then served in the 128th Regiment 
of the PA Volunteer Infantry as a hospital steward.  After mustering out, he 
studied medicine and graduated from the Univ. of Penn in 1865.  He came to 
Catasauqua to assist his uncle, Dr. F. B. Martin.  Three years later, his uncle 
died, and Dr. M. E. Hornbeck took over his uncle’s practice.



Benjamin’s brother Valentine also 
worked at the Crane, apprenticing at age 
20 in the machine shop, then becoming 
a mining agent.  He later became asst. 
sup’t of the Thomas Iron in 
Hokendauqua and Lock Ridge. After a 
stint at Pine Grove furnace, Valentine 
returned in 1879 to take charge of the 
Coplay furnaces.  He was married to 
Mary Mickley, daughter of Joseph 
Mickley of Whitehall.  

218-220 Bridge St  - Weaver Residence              

Built by: David and Samuel Thomas

The lot, contiguous to David Thomas’s home on Second & Pine, was 
owned by D. Thomas, and he likely had the double built to house his 
supervisors, one of which was Benjamin Weaver.   Benjamin Weaver was a 
descendant of the Frederick Weaver family who immigrated to this area in 
1727. Benjamin Hines Weaver came to Catasauqua in 1859 as a mining 
agent for the Lehigh Crane Iron, later becoming a free agent.  

Among the Weaver's children here were Ralph (4th St) and Harry.  Harry 
started as an apprentice chemist for the Crane Iron in 1889 and went on to 
work for many iron furnaces in the region.  Harry partnered with Bowen of 
Allentown in organizing the Allentown Iron Manufacturing Co, which 
focused on cold blast charcoal iron.  In 1914 Harry became president of 
Lehigh Smelting (zinc).  He was a member of the Catasauqua School Board 
and chaired the Education Committee for Catasauqua’s Old Home Week 
celebration in 1914.  He later moved to Macungie, R. I. and bred beef 
cattle.  He married Linnie Erdman of Catasauqua and they had six children. 
He passed away in 1943; his wife preceded him in death in 1910. 
The property stayed in the Thomas family until 1989.



Site of the original farm 
house for the 11 acre Breisch
farm. The farmhouse was 
built by Gross, an earlier 
farmer.  Henry Breisch
married Catherine, the 
widow of Henry Faust, of the 
neighboring Faust Farm.   
Breisch sold his farm to David 
Thomas in 1847.  The home 
has been converted into a 
duplex.

228-230 Bridge   St   - Dr. Daniel Yoder Residence

Built 1873 

Daniel Yoder’s ancestors were Huguenots who came to this country in 1717 and 
settled in Oley Township, Berks. In 1834, his father moved to Whitehall and in 1847 
settled on a farm in Bath.  His mother was also of French Huguenot lineage, a Levan 
from Maxatawney Twp.   Daniel, one of 11 children, schooled first in Northampton, 
continued his studies at Bethlehem, and then attended Vandeveer's Academy in 
Easton.  He taught school for a time before taking up the study of medicine under Dr. 
Walter F. Martin, of WeaversviIle.   The following year he enrolled as a student in the 
medical department of the University of Pennsylvania.   Later he continued his 
studies in the Pennsylvania Medical College at Philadelphia, where he graduated in 
1855 with a Doctor of Medicine degree. 

He moved to Catasauqua to practice medicine shortly after graduating. He joined Dr. 
F. B. Martin (Martin succeeded Romig, the first physician in Catasauqua) in 1858, 
before opening his own practice on Front St after Dr. Martin’s death.  He practiced 
here for fifty years, becoming the oldest surviving Homeopathic physician in the 
Lehigh Valley and was a charter member of the Lehigh Valley Medical Society.  He 
helped organize the Lehigh National Bank and was one of its directors. He served as 
a surgeon in the 38th Emergency Militia when Lee invaded PA.

In 1861 he married Amanda E. Glace, daughter of Samuel and Isabella (Swartz) Glace 



This was the first home built on Third.  George 
Washinton Smith (GWS), who built the home, was an 
early settler of Maugh Chunk and founder of the First 
Presbyterian Church there.  He started a wire making 
business there in 1826 and moved here when it failed.  
As a contractor, he laid the water lines for the Crane Iron 
Works.  He died in 1883 and the home passed to his 
daughter Hannah (Anna) Smith and his wife Jean in 
1885.   

515 Third  - Kate McVicar Smith

Built by George Washington Smith, 1865

Kate McV. Smith was a teacher here for 40 years and is 
credited with starting monthly report cards at the high 
school.  An avid reader and devotee to the church, at 
age 80, Kate was president of the Catasauqua 1st 
Church Auxilliary and the "pride of the Lehigh 
Presbyterial Society" (1909). Kate slipped on the ice in 
Dec 1910 and passed away. Her sister Anna, also a 
teacher, preceded her in death at the age of 76 in 1905. 
In 1898, Hattie Lambert, widow of Lewis, a machinist 
for the Davies and Thomas Co, moved here joining Anna 
and Kate.  That June, the house was the scene of the 
wedding of her daughter Alice, a teacher, to Roland 
Davies, of the Davies and Thomas Company; Alice died 
three weeks after the wedding.  
After the Smith women died, Hattie moved and the 
home was sold by Kate's estate to the Lutheran 
congregation in 1911, for use as a parsonage.



David’s wife Annie died in 1916 and 
David followed in 1917; the house 
passed on to their daughters, Bessie, 
Mabel, and Martha.   M. Davis sold 
the property in 1944.  

521 Third St - David Davis Home

Built 1875
David and Annie Davis purchased this lot from David Thomas in 1871.  
David Davis and his brother Daniel (605 Third) were sons of Margaret 
(1821-1891) and Noah Davis (1810-1859), the head blacksmith for the 
Lehigh Crane Iron Works.  They grew up in the family home on Bridge 
above Second (211) along with brothers Henry and John (CMCo), 
Samuel, sisters Mary and Hannah and others.   

David started work at the Crane Iron Works at age 11 after his father 
died, working his way up from errand boy (1860) to chief clerk.  Upon 
the death of John Williams in 1892, he became Cashier of the Crane 
Iron. 

David served in Co B, 38th PA Volunteer Infantry during Civil War, was a 
member of the Catasauqua School Board, served as Recorder of Deeds 
for Lehigh County, was a member of Porter Lodge, the G.A.R. (served 
as commander), and the Southwark Hose Co (president for 30 yrs).   
David served as president of the first Eisteddfod, a Welsh music 
festival/competition held in the Lehigh Valley, in 1893.  Along with John 
Williams and Joshua Hunt, he helped organize the first savings and loan 
in town in 1868. 



Mr. Semmel was in the building business.  One of his projects was 
building the steeple of the First Presbyterian Church in 1871; in 1874 
he built the new steeple for the Egypt Church.  He was also on St. 
Paul’s building committee in 1887 for building the new church.  
Semmel purchased the lot from David Thomas; this was part of the 
Peter Farm.
After Semmel, this was the home of Charles Corwin and wife Mary E. 
Force.  They moved here to Catasauqua in 1861 and had two children:  
daughter Ida married J. Arthur Williams (they also lived here) and son 
Charles Stanley Corwin.  Charles partnered with his brother Henry 
from NJ and Milton G. Faust  in a general store on the corner of Front 
& Church Sts, operating it as C. Corwin & Bro.   They moved into this 
home c. 1881.

When the Bryden was built, Jacob Roberts, then part owner and 
superintendent of Phoenix Horse Shoe Company of Poughkeepsie, 
NY, was hired by Oliver Williams as superintendent of the new facility 
in Catasauqua.  Roberts moved to Catasauqua in 1889 and began to 
build and equip the plant, eventually operating a complete rolling mill 
plus bender and pressing irons for the exclusive manufacture of horse 
and mule shoes.   Jacob Roberts and his wife Catherine, of 
Clintondale, NY, were married in 1855 and had the following children: 
Frances D (married to Woodruff H. Simonson); William B.; Eva M. & 
Ida T., both died in infancy; and Vina, who married Austin A. Glick, Esq. 
of Catasauqua. 
.

527 Third St                   
Semmel/Corwin/Roberts/Glick/Capwell 

Residence

Built by Cain Semmel, 1874

e



Following the death of Catherine Roberts, the home became 
the sole residence of daughter Vina and her husband Austin 
Glick.  Austin Glick grew up in the family home at 120 Front St, 
attended Muhlenberg, and established his law practice in 1886 
in the old National Bank of Catasauqua building on lower Front 
St, later moving his practice to the POSA building on Bridge St.  
He was also in the insurance business, served as Borough 
Solicitor, and served on the local Board of Health.  
His father Aaron served on the building committee for the 
Evangelical Church at Second and Walnut.  Aaron, his wife 
Mary Ann Boyer, and family moved here from a farm in 
Howertown.  
Vina Glick left the home to her friends John and Ruth Glazier in 
1953.  John Glazier converted the home into two apts, living 
upstairs and renting out the first floor to Louis and Martha 
Geiger Capwell.  

527 Third St 

Continued

After the Korean War, Jim Carothers purchased the home through his company, C and S Fabric Co.  His family lived on 
the second floor and rented the first floor to Louis and Martha Geiger Capwell.  The Carothers moved to larger 
accommodations when their family grew.  The Capwells purchased the home and converted it back to a single-family 
home.



The home was purchased by Morgan Emanuel, Jr. and his wife 
Margaret Lewis Emanuel in 1887.
Morgan, Jr. (born 1831) worked in the mines in Wales, then followed his 
father to Catasauqua, where he returned to school, before going to 
work at the Lehigh Crane Iron Works.  There, he learned the blacksmith 
trade from David Davis.  He worked in the railroad shops of the LV 
Railroad and married Margaret Lewis of Mauch Chunk in 1855.  He 
helped build the Thomas Iron Works in Hokendauqua as head of the 
blacksmith shop there.  He later supplied furnace furnishings for the 
Crane, became the Crane’s agent for supplying limestone, and opened 
a quarry to supply stone for the construction of furnaces 3 & 4 at the 
Hokendauqua plant.  

Working with his father-in-law, Wm Lewis, they introduced dynamite 
to the Lehigh Valley (1861) and were the first to introduce “Magneto” 
(combination of Leyden jar and electric batteries) for firing fuses.  
Using his patents for blasting powder (using Chile saltpeter), he started 
a manufacturing plant with William E. Thomas on the west side of the 
river by the  Race St Bridge.  Emanuel, Lewis & Company/ Emanuel and 
Son supplied powder and other explosives to local mines and quarries 
until his death in 1901.  He also traveled as agent for Smith & Rand 
Powder Co of NY and Rand Drill Co, office in Denver, furnishing blasting 
powder for construction of the Union and Pacific RR from Cheyenne to 
Ogden.   His son David William followed in the family business

533 Third St  - Residence of Morgan Emanuel Jr./Daniel Milson, Jr.      

This home was built in 1884 by Joseph Hunt, 
brother of Joshua Hunt (son-in-law of David 
Thomas).  Joseph Hunt was asst supr of the Crane 
from 1871-1881 and supervisor from 1881-89.  He 
also served as superintendent of the Thomas Iron 
Works, pres of Allentown Foundry and Machine Co, 
and became a steel expert/inspector for the US 
Navy (1897).  After living here, he and his wife 
moved to Allentown, where they lived with her 
father Dr. Geo Romig at 523 Hamilton St.  He died 
suddenly there at age 54.



533 Third St  - Residence Daniel Milson, Jr

continued

.

In 1903 the Morgan, Jr. family home here was sold to Daniel Milson, Jr. Daniel Milson, Jr was born in 1875 in Catasauqua, one
of 11 children.  Daniel Milson, Jr bought this home in 1903 and his family lived there for almost 80 years.  He died in 1957. 
He grew up in his parent’s home on the southeast corner of Second and Chapel Streets.  
His father, Daniel Milson, came to Catasauqua in 1854, after first working as a boiler maker in Philadelphia.  Here, he worked 
for the Crane Iron Company, then The Thomas Iron Company (he helped build the furnaces at Hokendauqua). In 1863 he 
served two months during the Civil War, then went to Ohio with David Thomas, Jr., helping to build a furnace there.  Upon 
returning, he started a boiler shop in Catasauqua (1865) taking contracts and building furnaces. He did all the work in his line
in the Crane Iron Company shops on Front St and took contracts from all parts of the state, having as many as forty men 
engaged in working for him. Daniel Milson, Jr.’s father passed away in 1905 and his mother, Elizabeth (Davies) Milson, passed
away in 1894:  their remains are buried at Fairview Cemetery.

Daniel Milson, Jr. began a coal business in Catasauqua in 1897 and opened a limestone quarry on the Frank Deily estate to 
furnish stone to the Crane furnaces.  A limestone crusher was erected along Catasauqua Creek on the Deily property in 
1902.  Milson also installed a 500 TPD crusher at the old quarry on the Kurtz estate.  Stone from this quarry was furnished 
for the paving of the streets of Catasauqua.  (In 1922, AAA blacklisted Catasauqua because of the poor condition of its 
streets.) 
His brother, Dr. Charles E. and Camilla Deily Milson moved here from 763 Second in 1908 (they previously lived in the GTH).  
Camilla died in 1920.  Daughter Ruth Milson operated a private kindergarten in the spacious third floor of the home in the 
1930’s.  Dr Milson died in 1949.  Their daughters Gertrude and Ruth Milson lived here on Third St until 1983.  Ruth died in 
1980 and Gertrude in 1984.



The Mansion District



HISTORIC CATASAUQUA PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION

Thanks to the Public Library of Catasauqua for hosting this program.

MISSION:  
To encourage an appreciation of the historical and the architectural heritage 
of the borough; 

to encourage the preservation of the architecture in our historic districts and 
the borough at large as the houses and buildings are the tangible evidence of 
the events that made Catasauqua important as a contributor to the growth 
and development not only of Pennsylvania, but also of the United States;

to encourage the preservation of the architectural integrity of our 
neighborhoods

and to foster pride of ownership in the houses and buildings in our historic 
districts. 

https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?linkid=2007348

